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about $700 a year to heat and cool the
2,000-square-foot house. The per-square-foot
cost to construct the dome house is compa-
rable to a regular stick built house, he says.

Swanson says he realizes the dome-shaped
house isn’t for everyone.

“Ultimately you’re looking at something
that is round,” he says. “A lot of people
they either like the look or they don’t like
the look.”

The housing market slump has made finding
other buyers difficult, but Reynolds says he will
try to hold out for two others who want to
build sustainable houses.

He says he came up with the idea when he
saw what had become of the property, which
his aunt and uncle had operated as a successful
confinement in the 1970s, and as he learned
more about sustainable living.

“'m trying to make a difference myself,”
says Reynolds, a former Hy-Vee employee
who now works in home remodeling and as a
property investor. “This property that | took
on really made me rethink the resources that it
takes” to operate and live in a regular house.

Reynolds built his own house in 1999 in
Indianola before he knew much about sustain-
able living. It’s a decision he now regrets.

“It can bother you once you find out

how practical it is to build a more sustainable
home,” he says.

School and city join the effort

The Norwalk school district has renovated
several of the district’s schools to make them
more energy efficient. All newly constructed
buildings have occupancy sensors for light con-
trols, and other buildings are being retrofitted
with them, says Richard Sleeth, buildings direc-
tor for the school district.

The cost is about $12,000 for the hallways
at the middle school — the district’s latest
project — which will be paid for with a special
property tax used for building maintenance.
Sleeth says officials don’t have an estimate for
how much money the district will save with
installation of the sensors.

Norwalk school officials haven’t yet installed
geothermal heating and cooling at any of their
buildings because “the upfront cost is pretty
tough,” Sleeth says.

Instead, district officials have worked with
MidAmerican Energy Co. to select bundle pack-
ages when they renovate buildings in order to
install as many energy efficient items as possible
at the best cost. One of those items has been
automatic flush valves on toilets and urinals.

Sleeth says officials recycle all ballasts

— the transformer that controls fluorescent
lighting — light bulbs, paper and cardboard.
Fluorescent bulbs, which are more energy effi-
cient, are used in place of incandescent bulbs.

He says district officials also have talked
with teachers and other employees about
removing small appliances such as refrigera-
tors, coffee pots and microwaves from class-
rooms. Currently, teachers are required to
turn off any appliance during summer months
and breaks from school.

The Norwalk city parks and recreation
department last year started e-mailing sched-
ules and rosters to coaches and players to save
paper and money.

“We used to print them all and put them
in a folder and let the coaches pass them out,”
says Louise Taylor-Seibert, an employee in the
parks department. “It saves time and labor sit-
ting here calling everybody.”

Taylor-Seibert did not have a dollar amount
of savings but says the move has probably saved
1,400 sheets of paper.

Other city departments have taken a few
steps to save energy: City Hall has recycling
receptacles in each office and by the copier.
Cardboard also is recycled.

“We give people an option to not throw
things away,” City Clerk Jeff Roisen says. NL
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Committed to quality
early care and education

5-Star rating on
Towa's Quality Rating Systel

1020 Main St. © Norwalk © 515-981-9332 © nor@earlyeducationpros.org

® Serving children 6 weeks through preschool
® Norwalk's only NAEYC Accredited Preschool
® A developmental program based on
your child's individual needs
® Educated, professional teachers to share
in your child's daily experiences
e Community partners with the
Norwalk School District
® Open from 6:30 am to 6:00 pm
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